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to convoy rations* Even if it was only forbearance,
which it was not, the Palestinian Arab played a
noble part. He can be forgiven if he shows distaste
in the realization that the status of Palestine is not
comparable with that of Iraq and elsewhere. I have
no passionate bias against the Jew. One of the most
outstanding Viceroy's India ever had was a Jew.
The principle would be the same if the Balfour
declaration had given the land to Hottentots or the
Eskimo.
It has to be remembered also that the British,
when convinced that the Arab revolt was more than
a local insurrection, and was something which, if
properly bolstered and accoutred, could do much to
roll up the Turkish left flank and reduce Turkish
and German pressure on the main Palestine front at
a time when the Palestine Expeditionary Force had
to be denuded of British troops to meet the onslaughts
of the Germans in France, declared in all sincerity
to the Arabs that the territory they wrested from
the Turks they could regard as their own.
Without Allenby's broad vision, Feisal would not
have succeeded. Without Feisal, Allenby's smashing
of the Turkish forces might only have been a dent,
for so surely did the Arabs co-operate that Liman
von Sanders was completely gulled, his communica-
tions were cut behind him, and when Allenby's
pulverizing blow was delivered it met the enemy
just where it was weakest. His generalship had
made this possible, but Feisal made it certain*
Feisal it was, frequently against the cross-grained
senility of his father, who fought sometimes a silent,
yet more often a voluble battle on the red carpet